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Tux following is a synopsis of a lec- 
ture delivered in Provo recently by 
Professor Talmage: 


There are few human records of 
antiquity in any way relating to the 
history and development of the earth 
in its early stages. Not more than 
two centuries ago, when a work en- 
titled.‘ A Theory of the Earth” ap- 

red, its author referred to his la- 

rs as those of a pioneer and dis- 
coverer. 
various objects of creation bear in 
their own structure the record of their 
formation and grewth, could we but 
read aright these finger-marks of the 
Great Maker. 

The pages upon which the history 
of creation is written are of more en- 
during material than man-made paper 
or sheepskin parchment; those — 
are the rocks and stones of the earth; 
and the volumes have been bound in 
lasting lava and time-defying basalt. 
The library shelves are the mountains 


And yet, doubtlessly, the | works. 


— and mighty text. But we are 
told that the story of the rocks im- 
plant within the student's mind a 
disr of the Creator's words, and 
that it makes ot him an in The 
claim made dy a few that such stu 
tends in anyway to atheism, i a, a d 
belief in a God, is scarcely worth a 
passing notice. Exery sane mind 
would be led toa deeper reverence 
for the Mighty Maker of alf, by 
et many ha ve supposed 
the light of modern discovery and re- 
search has effectually cast a shadow 
of inacetrracy and he 
biblical account of creation, 
are led in their minds to a condition 
of disbelief or ere | toward tie 
Scriptures. The chief discrepancy 
noted between the teachings of the 
gard to the time a in 
various processes, o sceptic says 
it is smpossidble that the events recorded 
in Genesis could have been 
about in the of sixdays. To 
this : potent answers 


Price One Penny. 
— 
‘ 
and hil OUT globe, anc 26 canyon 
— — 
tomes, their pages profusely pictt > 
and painted’ to tally explain 
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that connection, the space of twenty- 
four hours is intended. In that very 
chapter the word “day” is used with 
three or four distinct and different 
meanings. Indefinite periods of time 
may be implied by thatterm. But in 
the second place, let us not establish 
ourselves as the judges of the powers 
of Omnipotence. True, as far as the 
operation of natural forces now in 
action upon the earth is concerned, 
it would seem impossible that the 
achievements recorded in the opening 
chapter of the sacred volume could 
have been made in so short a time; 
but in accepting such to be a fact, we 
assume the propriety of judging the 
past entirely and absolutely by the 
present. Let us call a comparison to 
our aid. In the days of the distaff 
and hand spinning wheel, many weeks 
would be required to weave a few 
sof cloth, but now the fabric can 
finished in a few hours. A man 
unacquainted with any machinery but 
the hand loom, would never believe it 
— that a single operator could 
hion scores of yards per day; and 
if the Bible recorded such a fact, that 
man’s confidence in the sacred pages 
would be materially shaken. 

Science informs us that — 
other worlds existed before the earth 
was formed. In the beginning, God 
oreated the heavens and the earth. 

Science declares the primeval ex- 
istence of all matter in a state of 
finely divided particles, dark and 
chaotic.—" And the earth was without 
form and void.” 

Science says that these particles 
would be attracted mutually, forming 
denser bodies capable of reflecting and 
diffusing light rays, and by their very 
motion producing licht.—“ And God 
said let — be light. 

Becience teaches us that by the gra- 
dual cooling of the earth, the gaseous 
matter surrounding it would enter 
into mechanical mixture and chemical 
combination forming air and water.— 
“ And God said let there be a firmament.” 

On farther cooling, volcanic dis- 
turbances, upheavals and convulsions 
w occur, raising the rocks above 
the universal ocean, as mountains and 
continenta—“‘ And God said let the dry 
land appear.” 

Soience informs us that after this, 
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the lower forms of vegetation would 
appear, such as algae, lichens, and 
fungi, followed by certain phanoga- 
mous plants, bearing flowers and fruits 
like the fern and rush and conifers of 
to-day. — And God said: Let the earth 
bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, 
and the fruit tree yielding fruit.” 

Science declares that up to the Car- 
boniferous Age of the earth’s history 
(during which the plants referred to 
above flourished in rank luxuriance) 
the earth was surrounded by heav 
fogs and impenetrable vapors; the in 
terior heat of the earth was such as to 
form an equable temperature over all 
the earth, without distinction of 
zones, but that after that time, the 
air would be cleared, the rays of the 
sun would be felt upon the earth, the 
moon would be seen, and the seasons 
would be established. And God 
said let there be lights in the firmament 
of the heaven to divide the day from the 
night, and let them be for signs and — 
seasons, and for days and years.” The 
disbeliever in the Scriptures points 
tothese facts with extreme satisfaction 
as totally disproving the words of 
Moses—that the grass, and herb and 
tree appeared before the sun and 
moon; but as already shown, plants 
which existed in that early day were 
of a kind to whose growth direct sun- 
light is not essenti 

Science tells us that the animal life 
in the water and on land increased 
wonderfully after that time.—“ And 
God said ‘et the waters bring forth 
abundantly.” 

Scientific investigation has revealed 
in the later Mesozvic time, tracks and 
other evidences of bird life.—‘‘ And 
fowl that may fly above the earth.” 

Science declures that monster sau- 
rians and sea reptiles appeared in 
great numbers—such as the Plesiosau- 
rus, the Ichthyosaurus, the Pliosau- 
rus, and many others, —“ And God 
created great whales,” 

Enormous land animals then ap- 
peared upon the scene, according to 
their remains found in the rocks:— 
there was the Megalosaurus, the 
Mosasaurus, the Hylaeosaurus, the 
Iguanodon, and later the Megatheri- 
um — that monstrous beast whose 
average meal would be not less than 
eight or ten bushels, the Mammoth— 
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whose ivory tusks weighed fa quarter | prehend it, for he lacks comparison 
of a ton, and many others.—“ And and analogy to aid his powers. While 
God made the beast of the earth after the great leader of the Israelitish 
his kind.” hosts was on Sinai’s top, sanctified by 
Science shows that the advent of the thunders and lightnings encircling 
cattle, such as the oxen and deer, the high throne of — by a hol 
came later. And cattle after their touch he was quickened, and could, 
kind,” in a measure, comprehend; and no- 
Science indicates that the cereals thing less than the holy influence of 
and trees, such as yield bright flowers | inspiration would enable us to under- 
and edible fruits, are of very late ad- | derstand the mighty stages through 
vent.— The Lord planted a garden which uprose the wonderous struc- 
. 4 and out of the ground made ture of the world. 
the Lord God to grow every tree that is How and when did man appeart 
pleasant to the sight and good for food.” He was introduced to earth—created, 
Science says that the highest, great- | not evolved, by his divine Parent as 
est, and latest created form is man.— | soon as his habitation was fitted to 
And God created man in his own im- | receive him,—man, the crowning piece 
* of creation. He differs from the ani- 
Finally — as far as scientific re- mals which preceded him in kind and 
searches have gone, no fresh species | not alone in degree. The first records 
of plants and animals have appeared | of man in the rocks are those of his 
since man.—“ And God ended the work | works; his — his ornaments, 
which he had made. his buildings, his clothing, and even 
Can we now doubt the agreement | his works of art showing the exercise 
between the two records of creation— of divine reason within him. True, 
the Bible and the rocks} They are he is clothed now in an animal body 
the works of the same Great Author, | to suit his surroundings, but the body 
who is also the Author of truth and is not the man. Let the earnest in- 
cannot lie. Let the student refer the | vestigator take the lamp of inspired 
apparent discrepancies to his own in- | diligence and prayerful ardor in his 
ability to decipher correctly the words | hand, and attempt to solve the great 
of those wondrous volumes. The | problems of creation by the applica- 
Mosaic account is a beautiful song of | tion of the laws of revealed truth, and 
admiration, a soul-stirring hymn, a he will succeed. Then, too, will he 
psalm of praise, with “Creation” as learn how idle is it to declare that 
its theme. It is by no means a scien-| man is but a trifle above the ape, 
tific record of events; and if such had when the Almighty has declared him 
been given, man would scarcely com- to be but a little below the angels. 


THE FEAR OF GOD THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM. 


APOSTLE GEO. Q CANNON. 


Men of understanding have left on who obtain it a sure foundation on 
as the fruit of their experience | which to stand; it is also a standard 
and their observation of mankind,| by which all man-made systems, 
that “the fear of the Lord is the be-| theories and opinions can be mea- 
inning of wisdom.” It is the sure sured. 
— upon which all true knowW·- A most excellent illustration of its 
ledge is based. Men may acquire ex- value for this purpose can be found in 
tensive information and learning; but judging what is known as the Dar- 
unless accompanied by faith in, and | winian theory. 
fear of, God such acquirements are| According to this theory, man has 
not so profitable unto them as they | gradually ascended, through a a — 
time, 


might be. A knowledge of the truth | of evolution coveri 
as revealed by the Lord ishes men : from some low forms of animal tide, 


— 
— 


he stends to-da 
periods of 
e this proposition appear 
*. — — the reading and think 
ing world, innumberable volumes have 
n Ang won This philosophy of 
rwin’s has been opposed by many 
influential men; but it — neverthe- 
hands 
eral accep e hands 


preachers who have 
eased to ‘believe i in the Bible have 
— its converts and advocates. 
one can estimate the — pond bas 
enn i arguing for and against 
all the argument 
what j is gained 
But to the 8 Saints who 
* the ples of truth, it 
is the, ta ity and folly to 
man has been evolved from 
22 form @f animal life, and 
step by step through | tems 
the ages until he has reached his pre- 
sent of developement. They do 
not need to spend any time to exam- 
poses a proposition; for they know 


has revealed in these last days, 
as in former times, that He is is 


the | that we are 
deacend 


as the product of 


evelopment. 


ther of mankind; 
from H Him; that He “ cre- 
ated man in His own image, in the 


— 


of the knowledge.“ 
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image of God created He him; 
and female created He them,” 
theories of all the philosopbete in the 
world, however cunningly framed or 
speciously argued, cannot shake the 
faith of a man or woman af God in 
this immutable truth. 

Here, then, is seen the value of the 
fear of God. It “is the beginning of 
He who fears God and 
receives the — He reveals can 
safely trust them, he can test An. x 
opinions and systems y t without 
a doubt as te rean lt, . ing 
upon these truths, he can. ge on from 
knowledge to knowledge until he en- 
ters into possession of a fullness, 

But “tbe fool has said in his heart, 
— is no God.” 

He seeks no light from heaven. 
He gropes in search of it by his own 
— * —. builds theories and s 

philosophy whi which exbibit 
bis — folly. Illing hiweself wise, 
and proud of bis — he 
fails to recognize the truths of heaven 
and measures divinity by his miser- 


able little yardstick. 


Man by his own wisdom cannot 
know God. To know Him man must 
go to Him in the way He hag ap- 
pointed, or he cannot find Him. 


A YOUTH ON RELICS OF ANCIENT RACES 


— — 


publishes K 


elive by George D 


Williams Ob of — 


California, located at Los —— 
The subject is one of much interes 
and considering the age of the | 


| products 


the seat of empires, that in ex- 


„tent with — X. proud 


mistress of the — 

“The remains — 
ra | throughout the Val 
the ruins in Arizona and New 
‘ate vestigés of these departed — 
At a remote period one, far ante- 
dating recorded history Arisona was 
the seat of a great and prosperous — 
tion. It supported a dense po <0 
— the country, — 

ich is now regarded as a — 
was under high cultivation. Been 
the rocky, 5 — mountain sides were 


ferced to of the 


“The remains of great canals all 
over the manifest this 


$T3 
Jod 
y ; we the 
present the following extract: 
“ Before. Columbus, indeed, I n 
say, before the hardy Norsemen fi 
set foot:om American soil, this n 
world had been tke scene of migh 
oda flicts between civilization and b 
barism. — — 
pires rise ta and glory; 
seen them decline sad fall, leaving no 
had made. Is: had been 
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were masters of the art of irrigation, 
and cultivated far more land than 
their modern successors have been 
able to reclaim from the surrounding 
waste. Great reservoirs were con- 
structed to catch the water, which 
during the rainy season, poured down 
the mountain sides. Every of 
the precious fluid was utilized. he 
survey of their canals was such, that 

engineers cannot improve 
upon it. In some recent canals 
have been constructed by re-excavat- 
ing those left by the ancient people. 
Does it speak well for the —— 
intelligence of this enligbtened age, 
that a nation, which became extinot 
centuries before the discovery of 
America, should, even in this line, so 
far surpass us, who have all the dis- 
coveries of the nineteenth century 
to aid us? 

“In the mountains, their houses 
were built of stone; but in the valleys 
where they were chiefly located, of 
adobe; this prevented that lavish or- 
namentatien, which chapacterizes so 
many ancient nations; but what was 
lacking in sculpture and embellish- 
ment, was more than — — 
for, by their great size and solidity of 
their architecture. The exposure to 
elements, and the effeets of earth- 
quakes, have long since reduced these 
adobe structures to mounds of earth. 
There is, however, one notable ex- 
ception—the Casa Grande. When in 
1538, De Vara first gazed on this ruin, 


its walls were four stories in height 
and six feet in thickness. His glow- 
ing account of it, induced 

to visit it. After two hundred years, it 
was again visited by a Jesuit mis- 
siohary. Its crumbling walls still 
measured 420 feet in length, and 20 
feet in breadth. 

“ Battling with the storms of cene 
turies, has reduced this vendrable 
pile, until now, it is bat a shadow of 
its former Befors mi 
more years have rolled away, it, 
will be leveled to a heap of earth; a 
monument of a — . of its 
antiquity nothing is known; when the 
Indians first viewed it, it was as silent 
and desolate as it is to-day. Man 
ruins of towns and cities are 
over the country. r. Cushing is 
now excavating in some of these, to 
discover, if possible, to what race: this 
people belonged. His researches have 


brought to light many in ing facts 
in regard 2 habita, eas and 
religion. They were very suped- 


stitious; their cities contained 
temples in each of which were altars. 
The action of the continual fire 1 
these is plainly discdtnable. ne 
common people were ated.” 

The balance of the reas is de- 
voted to an explanation of the:inumer- 
ous theories that have been advanced 
in relation to the origin of theaneieat 


races, prominent among whieh is the 
one par the Book of Mor- 


mon- that it is itish. 


TRUTH VERSUS ERROR. 


ZLDER SYLVESTER LOW. 


Ever since the adversary af the souls 
of men gained power upon the ear 
truth, right and justice, have ha 
their counterpart in error, unrig 
ness, and injustice; the latter 

* n predominating to that d 
that, seemiugly, the great purposes o 
the Creutor were for the time being 
frustrated. 

Thus righteous Able was the vic- 
tim, while Cain lived to continue his 
wickedness; In the days of Noah. 


the manner of men, 


“Tt repented the Lor 
made — on the e. 
him at his heart; 1 
* ot man was 
earth, and every imagination 
thonghts. of bie rt only ey 
continitilly;” and necessary 


should read. 
it that God had made 
on the and it grieved him at his 
heart,“ etc.—Such is the tranalation of 17 
Joseph 


passage as given to the Prophet 
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to send a deluge to cleanse the earth 
from wickedness. The power given 
to Moses and Aaron from the Lord 
was partially counterfeited by the 
magicians of Egypt, under the influ- 
ence of the powers of darkness: Ten 
out of the twelve of the spies sent to 
the land of Canaan by Moses brought 
an evil report, which caused 
Israel to mourn, for which they (the 
spies) were smitten by the plague. 
The Prophet Elijah realized his in- 
ability to cope with the powers of 
darkness when he said. I have been 
very jealous for the Lord of Hosts, 
for the children of Israel have for- 
saken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword, and I, even I only am 
left, and they seek my life to take it 
away; and he prayed unto the Lord 
to takehim unto Himself: The four 
hundred prophets which Ahab gath- 
ered together, and enquired of, whe- 
ther he should go to Ramoth-gilead to 
battle or not, were popular men with 
the king, in comparison with the one 
which he ordered to be put in prison, 
and fed with bread of affliction, and 
water of affliction, until he should 
return in peace.” The power of 
wicked Haman was great, when by 
his influence, a decree was issued to 
destroy all the Jews, inthe kingdom 
of Ahasuerus: Daniel in the integrity 
of his heart, could not bow to the un- 
righteous decree of King Darius, and 
he alone was the victim of the con- 
spiracy of the king’s counselors: Even 
the Savior of the world, the Son of 
God, who spake as never man spake, 
came upon the earth in a time when 
error predominated to that extent, 
that many of the Jews said: “He hath 
a devil and is mad,” and crucified 
Him, while they released a robber— 
one whom they knew to be guilty un- 
der the law: His apostles were also 
put to death for promulgating the 
33 of righteousness, and His 
ollowers designated as a “sect that 
was every where spoken against“ 
Thus we see by the foregoing in- 
stances (many more might be added) 
t man in exercising the heaven 
born gift of free agency, has been in- 
fluenced by the powers of darkness, to 
that degree that Truth oftimes hath 
fied,” false and delusive spirits have 
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gained power over the hearts of the 
children of men, and many who have 
been popular with their fellows have 
exercised unrighteous dominion, and 
caused the hearts of many to mourn, 
the heavens to weep, and the purposes 
of —1 Father to be seemingly im- 
pede 

The age in which we live, the 
boasted ninetesth century, with all 
its advancement in learning, science, 
art and literature, is no exception to 
the rule as pointed out in the forego- 
ing. Schism after schism, sect after 
sect has arisen, each purporting to be 
true followers of the Messiah, and as- 
suming the right to dictate in matters 
of thevlogy; but when the standard of 
truth—Holy Writ—is applied and 
taken for a guide, and the life of the 
Savior of the world, and those of His 
faithful apostles, for examples, we 
find the breach so wide, that there is 
in many instances only a shadow of 
comparison. Yet when the God of 
heaven again speaks to the children of 
men, according to the predictions of 
His holy —— whom the world 
profess to believe in, and restores the 
Gospel truths taught by His Son, 
together with the rites and ordinances, 
and powers of the same; how few are 
to receive the proclamation! 

ow many say in their hearts of those 
bearing this message of truth“ What 
will these babblers say? and accuse 
them of “setting forth strange gods;” 
when Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, 
is allthatis preacheduntothem! How 
history bas repeated itself in the restora- 
tion of the Gospel! How theliving pro- 
phets have been martyred, and the 
sepulchres of the dead been garnished! 
Persecution hath raged, and the wicked 
imagined vain things. The ordinances 
of the Gospel have been imitated— 
baptism for the remission of sins, 
without authority to perform that 
sacred ordinance; the laying on of 
hands (faith cure) for the healing of 
the sick—at the same time repudating 
the source from whence that power 
cometh; seeking unto spirits that 
„mutter and peep” (spirit rapping), 
and are ready to deceive, while they 
ignore the plan given, whereby the 
“spirit of truth, which teacheth all 
things, and sheweth things to come” 
can be obtained, without which spirit 
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no man can say, that “Jesus is the 
Lord.” 

The teachings of many spiritual 
leaders have been changed and modi- 
fied to suit the feelings of those to 
whom they were ministering, because 
the Gospel has been placed side by 
side with error, and reason has shewn 
the absurdity of tradition. 

The similarity of the position of 
those who have “put their hands to 
the plow,” in this dispensation, with 
believers in former ages, is very obvi- 
ous. Notwithstanding the dark clouds 
which lower over the Church and 
kingdom of God, the Siints have rea- 
son to rejoice, for—referring to the 
past—a righteous Seth was given in 
2 of a martyred Abel; a Noah and 

is family were saved from the flood; 
the power of a Moses was greater than 
the magicians of Egypt; the faithful 
report of Caleb and Joshua aided 
Israel in obtaining the promised land; 
the prophecy of Samuel was brought 
to pass, an assurance was given to 
Elijah that there were left unto the 
Lord seven thousand, who had not 
bowed the knee to Baal; the prophecy 
of Micah was true, while those of the 
four hundred in favor with King 
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came back on his own head; Daniel’s 
oppressors were slain, while he was 
preserved; the Savior of the world 
accomplished His mission, and led 
captivity captive; and the Prophet 
Joseph Smith restored the Gospel in 
this dispensation, and he left every 
key, gift, blessing and ordinance, 
necessary for the establishment of the 
work of the Lord, and the carrying 
out of his purposes before he was 
called upon to seal his testimony with 
his blood; and his successors have 
continued to roll on this great work 
by the assistance of the powers behind 
the vail; and although the wicked 
still rule and the people mourn, the 
cause is onward and upward. Tem- 
les are being built to the name of 

ehovah; and the ordinances of life 
and salvation, for the living and the 
dead, are being performed therein; 
the Gospel is being sent to the nations 
of the earth; the honest in heart are 
being gathered, and the inhabitants of 
the earth are being warned of the judg- 
ments of God svon to be poured out 
upon the nations who have forgotten 
Him. Zion's Stakes are being 
strengthened and her cords length- 
ened, and in due time truth will pre- 


Ahab were false; Haman’s wickedness | vail. 


Toe JEWS AND THE Messianic AGE. —History is unquestionably repeating itself, 
and the desire for the advent of the Messianic Age, as a time when downridden Israel 
shall be once more an independent and a powerful nation, is becoming proportionately 
fainter among Jews as the measure of the world’s justice is being meted out to them 
more generously. As in olden days the longing for the personal Messiah is strongest 
where the lot of the Jew is most miserable, it is weakest where their lot is happiest. But the 
change amounts only to adaptation, not to destruction. The Israelite has not lost his 
hopes, it would be strange indeed had he done so, seeing the character of the race is 
decidedly optimist—he had only altered them under the pressure of his environment. 
This nineteenth century finds him still watching for the dawn—if not with the intense 
_ yearning of his oppressed forefathers in the days of yore, at least with the settled calm 
of those who believe. And if his imagination does not people the sky with the same 
glory which entranced the mental gaze of his ancestors, if he dreams no longer of a 
Jewish State powerful among the nations of the earth, of the resuscitated royal house 
of David, of a temple risen from its ashes of Zion, tended by white-robed priests and 
filled with the smoke of secrifices, he has visions no less exalted, no less inspiring. To 
him the survival of his race is a fac. which a world-wide purpose alone can completely 
explain. That purpose he discerns in the dissemination of moral and spiritual truth; 
and so the future of his hopes becomes a time when, aided by Israel’s teaching and 
example, mankind will have climbed to a state of perfection from which, as yet, it is 
only too far distant. Here is an ideal which no “ disenchantments” can kill, and which 
can only be destroyed by the world’s complete regeneration. Here is a task which wih 
suffice to employ the moral powers of the Jew for many and many an age.—Jewish 
Chronicle. 
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MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1888. 


A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. 
— 
CHAPTER v. 
Oh, Truth divine, enlightened by thy ray, 
I grope and guess no more, but see my way. 
How is it that Mexican mythology reflects so distinctly so many incidents of 
our Bible history—the Fall, through woman’s transgression; the Flood; the 
‘escape of a single family by means of the ark; the building of the Tower, 
and ite destruction through the displeasure of the deity—whence came all 
these ideas? Then again the traditions respecting their God Quetzalcoatl, 
reflecting many of the characteristics of Jesus, the Son of God; while the 
doctrine of the Trinity, the Incarnation, the celebration of the Eucharist, 
holding the cross as an object of veneration, the rite of baptism as celebrated 
‘among them, and the notion of three states of existence in the future life— 
conforming so admirably with Paul’s doctrine of there being “one glory of 
the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars—. . 
- » 80 also is the resurrection of the dead”—leads one inevitably to the 
‘eonélusien that by some means or other the forefathers of the Mexicans must 
‘have been eequainted with the leading principles of the Christian religion. 
As by a shadow one may know that some substance is passing between the 
light and where the shadow falls, so one may know by the traditions of the 
aborigines of America, containing as they do so much that is analagous to 
the leading incidents of Bible history, and the fundamental principles of the 
(Christian religion, that at some time, and in some manner, the ancient inha- 
bitants of America had some positive knowledge respecting these great 
So sure of this were some of the Catholic priests who accompanied Cortez 
‘to Mexico, that they invented the theory that the Apostle St. Thomas made 
bis way to America and taught the Gospel to the people, and thus laid the 
foundation for the traditions we treated of in our last chapter. Others again 
‘maintained that the devil had counterfeited the principles of Christianity in 
order to allure the people to their destruction. The latter proposition is so 
“Improbable and absurd, that its consideration need not detain us; the former 
is 80 uncertain—a mere conjecture with nothing ‘to sustain it—that i is re- 


~ 
— 
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fected dy those who have closely studied the subject. There is also another 
theory advanced, via, that the Hebrew and Christian traditions passed into 
America with the Scandinavian colonies, formed since the eleventh century. 
This hypothesis Humboldt rejects, for the very good reason 

That the — ceremonies, the d the traditions which struck the 
imagination of the first Spanish missionaries were incontestably found at 
Mexico ever since the arrival of the Toltecks, and consequently three or four 
centuries before the navigation of the Scandinavians to the eastern coasts of 
the New Continent.—7ravels in America, vol. I, p. 168. 

The fact is, the theories of the learned travelers who have treated of this 

subject are] conjectures merely. They are as blind men groping for the 
wall, They look upon the ruined temples, pyramids and cities of ancient 
America, and read there something of the extent and grandeur of the civili- 
zation that could produce such monuments, and will tell you, perhapa, that 
in some respects it resembled the Hebrew, and in others it partakes of the 
Egyptian character. They look upon the hieroglyphics cut deep in the walls 
of temples and shafts of basalt, but they are as a sealed book—none can read 
them. With the same puzzled air they turn to the mythology of that land; 
they see its wonderful analogy to the truths of Scripture, and the mystery 
deepens; they cannot account for it. They question, but there is no answer. 
Even conjecture breaks down in conflicting and unsatisfactory results, and 
the cloud of mystery which hangs over ancient America remaints impene- 
trable to all human efforts 

Meantime, through a revelation from God, some of the records of the 
ancient, civilized peoples of America have been brought to light, and by the 
power of inspiratioa they have been translated into the English language. 
From that source is learned the following concerning the origin, develop- 
ment and final decay and loss of that civilization which distracts the wisdom 
and learning of man, yet challenges his »stonishment: 

In the first year of the reiga of Zedekiah, King of Judah, 600 years Bo., 
a prophet named Lehi being warned of Gud that Jerusalem would be des- 
troyed, and the Jews dragged into bondage, and being so commanded of the 
Lord, gathered his family together and departed into the wilderness by the 
Red Sea. This little company was subsequently increased, being joined by 
one Ishmael and his family. For several years they wandered through the 
wilderness of Arabia, until they came to the coasts of the Arabian Sea. 
There they constructed a vessel by command of God, and sailing in a south 
easterly direction landed on the west coast of South America, 30 degrees 
south latitude. 

This to the colonists was the land of promise. They found it fertile, and 
abounding with rescources necessary to their happiness. But unfortunately 
the elder sons of Lehi—Laman and Lemuel—were not at all times in sym- 
pathy with the commandments which the Lord gave to their father and to a 
younger brother—Nephi, a leading spirit and a prophet of God. It was with 
reluctance they left Jerusalem and their wealth, and en route to the promised 
land their rebellion and wickedness frequently marred the peace and happi- 
ness of the migrating band. 

Nor did this rebellious spirit subside after their settlement in America On 
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the contrary, it increased until it ended in a division of the colony; the 
_righteous portion, who believed in the revelations that God had given, fol- 
lowing the prophet Nephi northward into the wilderness, and calling them- 
selves Nephites. The others adhered to the elder brother Laman, and were 
called Lamanites. This split in the colony led to the development of two 
distinct peoples in the land of promise—America. One civilized, the other 
barbarous. The former were the Nephites, who cultivated the soil, fostered 
the arts, built temples and cities, and lived under regular systems of govern- 
ment. 
In the second century Ro. the Nephites, being hard pressed by their im- 
placable enemies, the Lamanites, were commanded of the Lord to remove to 
the northward, which they did, until they came to the northern borders of 
South America, where they found a great people, known as the people of 
Zarahemla. According to the traditions of this people they had kept no 
records—their forefathers had been led out of Jerusalem by Mulek, one of 
the sons of Zedekiah who had escaped the vengeance of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and had been led to that portion of America where the Nephites had found 
them. 
The Nephites and the people of Zarahemla amalgamated—became ‘one 
people, and developed, in time, into a powerful nation; enjoyed a free and 
noble government, and made no ineonsiderable advancement in civilization. 
The Lamanites, as before mentioned, were the descendants of Laman, the 
eldest son of Lehi. They chose an indolent life, living on the wild game and 
fruits which existed in the land in abundance. They neglected all industries 
and arts, and soon sank into barbarism; all the while cherishing a settled 
hatred against their more prosperous and happy brethren, allowing no oppor- 
tunity to plunder them to pass unimproved. Assisted as they frequently 
were in their attacks on the Nephite government by traitors and apostates 
from the Nephites, they several times in the centuries preceding the coming 
of the Son of God, threatened the destruction of the Nephite nation and 
civilization. Happily, however, up to that time that disaster did not take 


The Lord was not unmindful of this people—this branch of the house of 
Israel; but raised up prophets to teach them in the things of heaven, holding 
out to them the promise of a Redeemer, who should save them to the utter- 
most on condition of their faith and obedience. 

Moreover, when leaving Jerusalem, the colony led out by Lehi took with 
them a copy of the books of Moses and many of the writings of the prophets, 
among them the prophecies of Isaiah and some of Jeremiah’s, engraven on 
brass plates—all of which were sacredly preserved by the Nephites—hence 

the analogy between much of the Mexican mythology and incidents of Bible 
history. 

But notwithstanding the instructions they received, the warnings that 
were given, the admonitions of the prophets of God, and occasional chastise- 
ment from the Lord, unrighteousness like a black pall settled over the people, 
and wickedness prevailed. Wonderful signs were given in the heavens at 
the birth of the Messiah, that they might know that the words of the pro- 

pheta, both those whom God had raised up among them from time to time, 
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and those whose words were recorded in the Scriptures that had been 
eee so far as the birth of the Messiah was 
con 

These things produced a partial repentance, but it was not permament; 
the greater part of the people soon relapsed into their former state of wicked- 
ness, and at the crucifixion of the Messiah great judgments were visited upon 
them. Earthquakes convulsed nearly all parts of the continent. Valleys 
and plains were thrown into mountain ranges, until the whole physical aspect 
of the country changed. Many of the large cities were buried in the earth; 
others were sunk and the waters of the sea rushed in and filled the vacuum; 
others still were consumed by fire, and many were destroyed by the whirl- 
winds. After these convulsions a thick darkness in which no light could 
live, settled for three days over the entire land, like a funersal pall. Com- 
paratively but few people survived this great visitation, and they were of 
the more righteous part of the population. 

It will be remembered that after Jesus arose from the dead He remained 
for some time—more than a month—among His disciples at Jerusalem; and 
some time after His disparture from among them He visited the remnant of 
the Nephites. He proclaimed Himself amongthem as the Son of God, the 
Messiah, and they received Him as such. He taught them the Gospel— 
established His Church among them, organizing it as He did at Jerusalem, 
with apostles, prophets, etc.; delivered to them the same moral precepts to 
observe, the same ordinances to} practise, promised them the same gilts and 
powers, held out to them the same hope of eternal life—in a word, He taught 
them the Gospel in its fullness. 

In this the Son of God not only acted upon the principles of justice, which 
would seem to demand that some such work should be done among the peo- 
ple of the western continent, that they might have equal chances of salvation 
with the children of God living on the eastern continent—but He also ful- 
filled a very important declaration which he made to His apostles while at 


Jerusalem. It was this: 


As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shull be one 
fold, and one shepherd” (John x, 15, 16). 

This cannot be explained away by saying that He had reference to the 
Gentiles who were to be made partakers of the Gospel. From the language 
it is evident that it was some personal ministry he referred to; and on the 
occasion of being requested to confer a blessing on the woman of Canaan, 
He said: 

I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. xv, 24). 


Therefore when He said other sheep I have, which are not of this fold 
(meaning some other people than those who were at Jerusalem)—them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice,” he certainly had in mind some 
branch of the house of Israel; and inasmuch as the Nephites and Lamanites 
were of the honse of Israel, when He visited them on the western continent, 
He fulfilled the terms of His prophecy as found in John. 

After this visit of the Messiah among the people of the western continent, 
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the old distinctions of Nephite and Lamanite ceased—all became one ia 
Christ Jesus, and a long period of peace and righteousness was enjoyed in 
which the people rapidly increased and rebuilt many of the waste phecea, But 
only a few centuries removed from this advent of the Messiah, and the golden 
age which succeeded it, men again departed from righteousness. .Apostates 
from the Ohurch united with those who were skeptical, and resurrected the 
old names of Nephite and Lamanite and all the bitterness thet accompanied 
them. Secret societies were formed which shook the government to the 
centre, and finally destroyed it. The light once enjoyed by the people 
became darkness, and how greet wae that darkness! They were given up to 
destruction; and at the close of the fourth centary we see their lands laid 
waste, their cities ruined, the Nephites annihilated, their civilization des- 
troyed,—barbarism was everywhere triumphant and left to revel in its own 
darkness. 7 

This it did for centuries, but still preserved in its tradition some vemem- 
brance—though the facts were doubtiess distorted and exaggerated—of that 
glorious period when civilization blessed their country with peaes and smiling 
plenty. This remembrance of what once existed, imperfeetly preserved as it 
was in their traditions, led, no doubt, to oceasional efforts to re-establisl that 
desirable order of things; and in Peru and Mexico à partial saccsas 
attended their effurts—from the midnight darkness of anarchy, and on the 
ruins of the Nephite civilization they had evolved to a semi-civilized atate. 
Bach was their condition when the Europeans found them. 

This is but a brief and imperfectly sketched outline of the history of the 
inhabitants of America from about 600 Bo. to 400 ap. But those who 
accept it can easily wnderstand from whence comes the wonderful analogy 
between the mythulogy of the American Indians and the chief incidents of 
Bible history. Quetsaleoat! is no longer a mystery, and they kuow from 
‘whenes came the rites and ceremonies which resemble the ordinaness of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. They understand alse the incongruity, as Prescott 
terms it, of the religious system of the Aztecs, which apparently hed man- 
ated from a comparatively refined people, open to gentle influences, while the 
rest breathes a spirit of unmitigated ferocity,” and which naturally suggests 
the idea of two distinct sources.” 

The outline I have sketched of the events and circumstances connected 
with the history of the people of the western continent, necessarily brief and 
imperfect, accounts for these mysteries that perplex the learned. But the 
manner in which these historical facts came to light, together with the evi- 
deiices to sustain their truthfulness, must be left for subsequent chapters. 

R 
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The company of Saints which left Liverpool on the Guion S. S. Wisconasn 

on April 28th, arrived in Salt Lake City on Thursday, May 17, 1888. 


On Saturday, May 26th, eleven of our people sailed on the Guion 8.8. 
Arizona; ten were from the Swiss and German Mission, and one from Ice- 
land. Elder F. W. Schoenfeld, late President of the Swiss and German 
mission, accompanied them; Elder J. Spori and family were also with the party 
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Saturday, June 2nd, 202 of our emigrants from Scandinavia, and eight 
missionaries, sailed in the Guion S. S. Wesconsin, in charge of Elder C. A. 
Dorius. 

We pray that the preserving care of God may be manifest towards these 
His children, in their journey Zionward, as it has hitherto been mercifully 
rendered to the many companies who have preceded them. 


Elder C. A. Dorius, President of the company of emigrating Saints which 
left Liverpool on the Zod inst. per SS. Wesconsin, writing from Queenstown 
on the 3rd says: “ We are all well and comfortably situated this morning, 
though the sea has been a little rough. The fog-horn has been blowing 
nearly all night, but this morning the sun came out bright and clear. We 
have organized the Saints into three wards, and appointed a returning mis- 
sionary to preside, with two Elders to assist. There is every appearance of a 
pleasant journey. I feel to trust in God, and am assured that we shall land 
safe on the other shore.” 


ARRIVAL oF MissionaRies.—The following named missionaries arrived in 
Liverpool on the evening of the Ist inst. per S. S. Nevada, of the Guion Line: 
Elders Eli B. K. Ferguson, John S. Morris, Joseph T. Ellis, W. P. Payne, 
Henry Tilley, Epbraim G. Gowans, Orson Hicken, Samuel Nelson, Noah 
Williams, Thomas E. Bassett, J. J. Nielsen, B. Johnson, jun., Ole Petersen, 
Niels Anton, Elof G. Erickson, Gersen S. Bastian, Lars P. Nielson and Einar 
Johnson. James Tucker and James Aitken on business. 

Also per S. S. Circassia, of the Anchor Line: William S. Stewart, Mathias 
Lund, Thomas D. Brown, Haskill H. Shurtliff, Joseph H. Ward and Clyde 
M. Ward, who came with the following party of excursioniste: President 
Lewis W. Shurtliff, John Sears, George Driver, Richard Horne and his 
mother Mrs, M. L Horne, Mrs. W. B. Barton and other ladies on a visit to 
their relatives and friends in England. 


RELEASES AND ApPoInTMENTS.—Elder George W. Wadsworth is released 
from the Sheffield Conference, and appointed to labor in the London Con- 
ference. 

Elder William Baker is released from the London Conference, and ap- 
pointed to labor in the Norwich Conference. 

The brethren who arrived on the Ist inst. have been assigned as follows: 
John S. Morris and Noah Williams are appointed to labor in the Welsh 
Mission; W, L. Stewart, Eli B. K. Ferguson, Ephraim Gowans and Samuel 
Nelson in the Glasgow Conference; W. P. Payne and Thos. E. Bassett in the 
Londen Conference; Joseph T. Etlis and Orson Hicken in the Manchester 
Conference; H. H. Shurtliff and Henry Tilley in the Nottingham Confer- 
ence; and Thomas D. Brown in the Liverpool Conference, 


Conrgrence Norice.—The Birmingham Conference will be held in the 
Latter-day Saints’ Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, Farm Street, Hockley, on Sunday, 
July 1, 1888. Meetings commencing at 10-30 a. m., 2 and 6-30 p.m. It is 


expected that President Teasdale will attend. 
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Bristol, June 1, 1888. 
President Geo, Teasdale: 

Dear brother,—It is now twenty. 
five months this day since I landed 
upon the shores of this my native 
land, to preach the Gospel to my fel- 
low-countrymen, and, I must say, that 
it has been a source of great pleasure 
and also profit to me in the experience 
I have gained, 

I was appointed to labor in the Bris- 
to] Conference, where I have been to 
the present time, and have been 
blessed in preaching the Gospel to the 
convincing vf many honest hearts who 
have obeyed it, and I have reason to 
believe that the Lord has blessed my 
labors in counseling and instructing 
His people. 

My associations with the Elders 
from Utal and the local priesthood 
who have labored with me in the Con- 
ference have been of the most agree- 
able character, and I take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking them and also the 
Saints in general for their continued 
kindness and hospitality, from first to 
last, in my travels among them as a 
servant of God; and I shall remember 
them with pleasure as long as memory 
remains the warder of the brain, or 
love the ruling passion of the heart. 

The Conference, I am happy to say, 
is in a healthy condition. During my 
shurt administration, we have de- 
cre over two-thirds of the bad 
debts, which have been turned over 
from time to time to the President of 
the Conference. This has been ac- 
complished partly by donations by the 
Cheltenham Saints, and partly by the 
profits accruing from the sale of our 
works.. 

Since the last statistical report we 
have baptized twelve persons, and the 
prospect is good for more. I also had 
the pleasure of organizing a Branch 
of the Church in a new 2 — called 
East Coker, Somerset, Wilts; Elder 
G. Hunt, President. He is zealous in 
the work, having purchased tracts and 
one dozen copies of the Voice of Warn- 
ing, which he loans to his neighbors. 

On the occasion of my last visit to 
that p irit plainly told me 
to go 


— 
the result was the 


baptism of three persons, blessing four 
children, and organizing the Branch 
before mentioned. Several others are 
. K. in this locality. 

Elder C. Green has been tracting in 
the neighborhood of Bristol with good 
results; two have been baptized. I 
had the pleasure of assisting Elder 
Green in holding meetings in a cot- 
tage, at Hanham, four consecutive Fri- 
day evenings, and many were satisfied 
we had the true Gospel; but the evil 
one instigated some preachers and 
class leaders to attend our meetings, 
who said they would prove us false 
teachers by the Scriptures, but they 
were thoroughly discomfited in their 
attempt, and many of the congrega- 
tion * ＋ at their folly. 

On the following Friday evening 
they brought a mob to break up our 
meeting, which they did most effectu- 
ally. Imagine a room that would not 
hold comfortably more than thirty 
persons with over double that number 
packed into it, and as many more on 
the outside, 

As soon as we commenced to preach 
the mob lighted fire-crackers, squibbs, 
etc., and threw them — thee room; 
they also threw gunpowder into the 
fire. With much difficulty we suc- 
ceeded in closing the door, when some 
one from the outside blew tobacco 
smoke through the keyhole, which 
compelled us to open the door to get 
air, then the mob threw in mud, clods 
of grass, etc. I went to the outside 
to expostulate with them, when the 
covered me with dirt and demolish 
my hat, and afterwards, to cap the 
climax, threw filth down the chimney 
of our residence. 

I am satisfied that good will result 
from this uttack upon us; many per- 
sons in the vicinity are very favorable 
toward us and our doctrines; but be- 
cause of the action of the mob are a 
little timid in regard to the matter, 

I do not feel like closing without 


making honorable mention of Elder 


Leaing and his labors in Cheltenham. 

As a missionary we seldom find his 

equal; he is zealous and energetic, 

bold as a lion, shining as an open-air 
to 


preacher, a terror to evil doers, yet 
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sympathetic and full of charity. Ishall 
ever remember with pleasure and de- 
light our labors together in the cause 
of truth; we were indeed one in spirit 
and purpose. 

And now, as I am released to return 
to the Saints and my loved ones in 
Zion, I take this opportunity of bid- 
ding the Saints farewell, and I pray 
that the Almighty will bless them and 


erance from Babylon. My earnest 
desire has been and still is for the 
welfare of the Saints and the building 
up of the kingdom of God upon the 
earth. 

Praying for the continued blessing 
of the Almighty to be with you in 
— labor of love, I remain your 


rother in the covenant of — 
H. E. Bowr1na. 


speedily open the way for their deliv- 


UTAH NEWS. 
—0 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. 
The Fifth Ward, Ogden, is to have a meeting house, which will cost 
nearly $8000. It is to be finished by November. 


The grape crop of Dixie Southern Utah, will be a good one this year. 
peach crop, it is feared, will be below the average. 


The Manti Temple was dedicated, Monday, May 21, 1888. The cere- 
monies were solemn and impressive, lasting three days. 


President Daniel H. Wells has been appointed to take the charge of the Manti 
Temple. This appointment has given universal satisfaction, the right man 
in the right place. 


A petition has been gotten up and sent to the President asking the pardon 
of Dr. Higgins from the penitentiary. The doctor is a citizen of St. George, 
an old man and one upon whom prison life is likely to work a great hardship. 


The Senate has recognized the need in Utah for another judicial district 
It has passed a bill providing for an additional Associate Judge of the Supreme 
Court of the Territory. What further action will be taken in the matter 
time will reveal. 


The Pleasant Valley coal mines have turned out more coal in the last six 
months than in any like period in the history of the camp. Twenty thou- 
sand tons are reported as the output for a month. Miners have up to the 
present month earned excellent wages. There is now a little lull in the 
demand. 

A canal costing upwards of $60,000 is to be built by the industrious people 
of St. George. It will run from the mountains east of Washington to the 
former place. In order to make this canal either great cuts through solid 
rock will have to be made or extensive flumes laid for nearly a mile. In one 
place a tunnel of half a mile will have to be dug. 

Mr. Isaac M. Waddell has just copy-righted a system for keeping title 
abstract books, of which he isthe inventor. For simplicity and thoroughness 
it appears to be as near perfect as it can be made. By it the entire history 


The 


in every detail of real property registered under it can be discovered or ascer- 
tained with surprising facility, and in such a manner as to guard against 
errors. The plan has been examined by a number of leading attorneys who 
pronounce it the best system they have ever inspected. 
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